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1000 by Howard Fielding

A sumomned me to
apartments He lived at

in a building whose tenants never made
one anothers acquaintance and where
one might indulge in pistol practice in
the corridor without violating any
Known rule 1 had sometimes suspect-

ed that Hollister was the ower which
would have accounted ny indiff-

erence to conventional a
I thrust my card under his door and

I heard his cold and steady
voife bidding me

Y u are changed he said taking
my ivind You have grown much older-
In iese few months

HIUlster never changes The expres
jon in his eyes is always the

He a line the more upon
his nor a hair the less upon his

the fifteen that I have
know him His tall has alwayst-
he same lightness and slow grace of
nidement

I have notified Colwin he
u a and when he comes I will

what is in my mind It is a
to take your fancy and his

We thrOe had had some singular ex-
periences together in various quarters
of and the mutual enjoy
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before you know it youre goneAny dreams
Not a dream he replied with a peculiar expression the of which1 could not comprehend

That the man had acquired an overmastering passion for this drug as theof a single trial of its power
could not be doubted Ye he persistedIn that it produced any visionshallucinations or sensations of anagreeable character

How do you feel when you comeout of it I
And he fierce sincerity thau youd believe if Itola you
While I was endeavoring to formulate another Inquiry that shouldpenetrate the mystery of this mansdesire for a whose appreciable effect was by his painful there was a knock on the door

said Hollister picking upthe card
The third member of our little coterie entered He was a man under 40

Of medium stature and worn thinnervous activity The longcontinuedpursuit of personal gratification hadproduced In him none of the lassitudesupposed to attend upon disillusion
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HE EXTENDED HIS POWERFUT ASM AND HAXPOTACROSS IT LIKE A MAN STRICKEN PROM
DROPPED

THE CLOUDS

ment of desperate hazards was the
bond that united us for there was no
pretense of friendship Returning to
our ordinary modes of after such
adventuros we had always separated
vith no show of feeling There was
however an agreement that whenever
one of us should conceive a project
sufficiently reckless he would commu
nicate with the others I hud rightly
taken message for such a

As I passed beyond him Into the room
I perceived upon a long table of black
oak the body of a spaniel and 1 re
viimbered having seen the creature
often Hollister had shown for it as
much affection as was in him a truer
sentimeijt I believe than he had ever
felt for man or woman-

I expressed sorrow that the brute
was dead a fact that to-
me though the manner of its end wasnt Iliad a suspicion that

poisoned the dog In the
nUrSe of one of his experiments The

smelled like a chemical laborat-
ory as It usually did but in this in
same above the complex harmony of
familiar a subtle and agreea-
ble like a melody
claimed primary attention

i me cur from the streets said I
night have answered the purpose of

a man with a heart
I hired our engineer to steal one

rTied Hollister blandly but he did
n t come in time

I remember the man to whom he
rfrred a shiftyeyed fellow who was
employed in the building

Why didnt you experiment with
thf engineer I asked and he re
Ilid without a change of tone or the-
m vfment of an eyelash I have

With the thing that killed this dog
I rrkd

With the same thing he answered
and the same dose reckoned in the
I1 portions of the weights of the two
animals Yet the man is not dead nor
is tin dog This creature has merely
gpo where you and Colv3Il and I are
Eing It will return

I had had Instruction in medicine and
stirgry and had even made some
i M study of conditions simulating
iTath Therefore I felt competent to
ftu my own opinion upon this mat

I examined the dog closely Every
vital process seemed to be totally sus
r nir i would have had some faint
3v r of restoring animation by me
itiiniVal means but none whatever

t th animal would develop vital
by its own internal processes fl

previous experience I would
hiv sad that death always proclaimsi-
ts 5 rsrnce though the method is not
t t described in the exact terms c
s ince The flight of the soul front a

uinan body may be perceived
v hat sense we cannot

ana ven in the case of a lower animal
should be some unmistakable

hat v when It has run theIni of organic has
turnii again toward the

The log is dead It will
more again

your cigar is burned out
f you will know better

A tjt culiar sound upon the3T
Tits the engineer said Hollister-

Th private rap he uses is probably a
val of the days when stealing was

lis regular business He has brought
n dog I suppose
Tji guess proved accurate Halpin

U ngineer brought with him in a
Runny hag a yellow mongrel

V i nsr inured to ill usage but withal
an neaping whose affectionate
T untiding had made it easy

Y for the spoiler as naturally as if
X boon human

lised from imprisonment it shook
looked inquiringly around and

h Ti approached me with timid demon
ns of gvod will Almost imme

ntiy however It turned toward the
i where it stood sniffing the air

l whining faintly for a little while
n it slunk behind my chair and

llin meanwhile had received his
and had intimated to

n that was no longer
i ssHry to our happiness The matnl disinclined to take this ultra

hint He stood by the door
twirling and twisting blshit while his furtive eyes shifted from

on cihject to another in the room
i dilnt know but youd like to try

It with me again he said at
Hrnister laughing
I had to fight fellow the

other day to prevent his taking a sec
id dose after he recovered from the

one if he knew where the stuff
kcnt hed steal it

What Is there aboutit that Is so att-

ractive I Inquired
Ask replied Hollister he
Is the effect agreeable I askedHalpin

aint any said he you
lust go to At first ypu swell up
around and breathe
Bfrem to u yourself full of air But
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ment the oftener he failed to find any
satisfying form of excitement the more

he sought for it He made asharp contrast with coldpessimism and ownvariety of which was thatof a energy
without purpose and desire withoutambition

While Hollister was admitting Col
win and my attention was naturally
directed toward them slippednimbly to one of
from which he
pered flask half full of some colorlessliquid I caught his image in a mirroras he was raising the flask to hisand my sudden cry arrested hishand but did not check his purpose

I have got it he said doggedly
and Im going to drink It-

Hollister cast a keen glance at the
flask and then

Drink all that he saidits nothing but water No no my
good fellow I dont keep that stuffwh re everybody can find itRabin set down the flask mutteringan oath Without further
attention to the ioro-
ceeded to address Colwin andI have discovered said heous substance that produces effects ofsuspended animation impossible as Ibelieve to attain otherwise So far asmy experiments have proceeded I have
been unable to extend the trance

an hours duration but an
a long time if rightly employed Ihave a curious theory about this drug

and it was with a view of establishing
It I have asked you two gentlemen
to here

Up to this time he continued theonly human being who has ever been
the subject of an experiment is our

here and unfortunately he re
to describe the effects It has

to me that even if he did de
fully rio dependence could

be placed upon what he might say airHalpin I regret to inform you is a man
of exceedingly bad moral character He

has been for some years a
tive from justice and has
habits of deception which I fear unfit
him for scientific uses What do you
say HalDln

I say that Im no worse than you
or any man would be if hed been
hounded up and down the world for as
long as I have replied the enginee-
rTs true Im a fugitive I dont

know how you found it
You have told me more than you

suppose said Hollister
Well what of it replied Halpin

sullenly I might as vell talk to some
body Ive kept the secret Inside of
me and distrusted man or
woman I met I a friend
or dared to have one But you dont
care about What you want Is to
have me what happens when a
man takes that stuff that you have in-
vented Now then ne drew a long
breath the tremulous sobbing inhala
tion characteristic of
tension if youll let it once
more I to you that when I wake-
I will the truth

What clo you say gentlemen said
to us
if he wants to an

swered Colwin
You dont know what say

ing I exclaimed Look
Well said Hollister calmly look

at Mm-
At his words we all gathered round

the table and as we did so the animal
that had seemed stark and dead began
to stir Respiration slow but easy and
regular began to be observable The
eyes opened seemingly sightless at first
but rapidly taking on a look of
gence In ten minutes the
heart and lunge was nearly normal the
creature was able to stand and there
was no sign of any Injury resulting
from its brief descent into the shadow-

It exhibited lassitude and a queer
sort of There was no indi-
cation animal seemed
merely incapable of taking any initia-
tive Finally however it to-

ward rubbed leg
and trite his outstretched
hand while unmistakable tears gath-
ered in its eyes took the
brute into his arms lay lick
ing his hand and seemed to be

There you SOC said Halpin The
dog is well enough

Quite so replied Hollister and
since you insist Im to give you
another trial But remember the truth
the whole truth and nothing but the
truth this time

Halpin his

taken from the cabinet
cup of the

He showed no great care in measuring

The tall bird took the glass In his
hnnd hesitated a and
fifctllv drank to drop
tossed the glaf upon the table and r
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caught it as it was rolling over theedge
This has no odor said IAfter it has been exposed to the airfor a Hollister it develops the odor that you doubtless noticed

in the room The taste is faint butquite agreeable Well Halpin how doyou feel
Happy was the answer for I am

done all
His had undergone a surprising

changes It was deep round and manly
strongly contrasting with his usualsurly tone This change became even
more marked and was accompanied byan altered manner quite in harmony
In the losing he spoke withdignity and

J have given you a promise he
said but I shall not be able to keep
it I shall sleep but I shall not wako
Listen to me Mr You have
killed animals havent

was the reply but I usedan overdose
It that rejoined Halpin Ihav notice for I have got most

of the creatures for you It is notthe
overdose that kills it is the second
dose Te ll me have you ever given
this twice to any animal and have it
live-

I saw that ewT the imperturbable
was shaken by this question

answer it
I know that its the truth said

second dose I wanted to
were other ways said Hol

How do I know exclaimed Halpin-
HowdOTl know that when a man puts

a bullet through his brain hes deadIve never trie it Ive never tried thepoisons druggists sell But this Ihave This I can trust It has
taken the 1 out of my body once
and this tim it will not bring It back
1 am at the end of this world thank
God

The extraordinary resonance of his
voice due I suppose to the greatly
stimulated respiration and nervous ex
citation softened in the last sentence
and became almost like music

I saw HoIster quietly take post atthe mans side In another instant he
extended his powerful arm and Halpin
dropped across it like a man stricken
from the clouds

We laid Halpin upon a couch and Iimmediately proceeded to examine his
condition His word had me with
alarm and as I bent

I asked anxious
Jy theory
that animal life could not withstand
two trials of

There nay be something In It hereplied in a speculative tone
Whatever the explanation may have

been the fact is that Halpin was deadI shall make no mystery Ourutmost efforts continued
failed to restore him From 4
in the afternoon till 10 in the evening
we worked without cessation with-
out Then we summoned an
ambulance from Bellevue hospital anddelivered the body into the care of asurgeon to whom we declared that theengineer had taken some sort of poi-
son In our presence that we did notknow the nature of It and that we haddone our best to restore him As I ama duly qualified physician the story
passed Inspection I secured a promise
that nothing should be left undone atthe hospital and indeed the most ex
traordinary and persistent efforts at
resusitation there made butvainly

When we three were left alone Hol
Hster asked whether we
had seen would the ad-
venture which he had planned the nature of which was of course quite
clear Believing that he had secured adrug which as the unfortunatehad said took the soul out of the bodyit was his Intent that we attempt themysteries of another world togetherIt produces said he what may be
called a temporary death In the caseof man I believe that the interval isoccupied experiences of afuture or at least another state and

fully remem
that thismiserable man when he stood here before us possessed knowledgethat did thisworld unless the fables of eastern oc-

cultism be true
It is a perfect certainty said Colwin that our late friend believed thathe knew what death is and that Jiehad found it acreeable I see your

scheme and I applaud itWe this drug andan hour knowsI am ou body and soul and thea new meaning in this ad-
venture

Hollister blew a cloud of smoke intothe air and watched it melt and van
ish Then he threw his cigar away
and rising three small glasses
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KK GKAPPLED WITH ME

front the same flask which had
ished Haloln with the draft he
much desired

Colwins vfiyes sparkled with eager
ness but his bpdy trembled fear
He was peculiarly g
yet he delighted In it His nature wus
such that nothing he possessed assum

a value until he feared its loss and
the presence of death that means the
loss of all this world turned the dross
of his existence to pure His
frame shook with the the
joy of this last hazard

Hollister on the contrary was quite
calm though by no means indifferent
Fo my part I was struggling with Pn
emotion which neither of them couldguess or even understand

Well Ainslee said Hollister look-
Ing sharply at me

Walt WattX exclaimed If mv
life beloncpd to meV-

2Ifiyour life belonged to you cried
Colwin How long since it xlidnt

Not long said I and when I tell
more surprised than you will be by
anything that another world can show
you Gentlemen lam in I havemyself to a my

to her
There was a faint clinking pf glass

and then a The twtf
at me with painful intensity
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It gratified me to observe that I had
j given a new sensation
vation I said She sings
seraph and she has the soul of an
angel I love her so can Isay it in a way to make you under-
stand It would be entirely useless to

you I am happy You would
is a paretic who fancies

himself a king
There are as you intimate said

Colwin no limits to the hallucinations-
of the human mind I suppose for in
stance that you expect to make her
barmy

If I did not I should never see her
again I replied To begin upon the
lowest level she is poor You will ad
mit that I can greatly alter her sur-
roundings Women as well as men
have a vast variety of desires and
those that wealth can gratify are of
the least importance yet they
If I cannot answer the
of her higher nature let me serve inmy own grade and be content since-
it is she whom I serve and if it af
fords her as much pleasure to give me
a new heart and soul new aims and a
new life as it affords me to buy a ring
for her finger she will be happy

It is all over with you said Col
win And yet old man theres no
reason why you shouldnt keep us corn

j pany Were coming you know
and shell never find out about it

Colwin I rejoined you are even
a lower animal than I supposed you to
be I refuse to talk with you on sub

above your comprehension But
to you Hollister in this mat

ter Am I not right in refusing to risk
life

Every man is right in doing what
he pleases said Hollister principally
because he cant it He is a
marionette of nature and the toy is
worked with a single string gratifica-
tion If it pleases you to be in love
who can venture to criticise It

nonsense and it doesnt pay
But what Isnt nonsense And what
does pay Colwin I guess well have
to leave Ainslee out He has made
his choice and that Is his privilege
but I cant help that 1C love
is the best thing in this life
its a strong reason for taking a chance
with another-

I am ready said Colwin taking up
his By heaven this stuff smells
like blossoms of paradise

It has been exposed some minutes
now remarked Hollister

You dont suppose that makes any
difference do you asked Colwin anx-
iously i

I have not detected any in the
course of my experiment was the
calm reply but you must remember
that my investigations are still in pro
gross The next step seems to be
this and he drained his glass

Colwin the goblet to his
it his

Few men of my acquaintance
hove could have shown so much emo
tion in this adventure and not one
could have been so surely depended
upon to go through with it Though he
believed that death lurked in the glass
and feared it heartily wild horses could
not have pulled him away from It

The seemed to steady him
but only for a fewseconds Then be

to me and besought me not to
him when he should become un

to Hollister seated himself-
on the piano stool

You dont show any effect yet he
cried with that strangely resonant tone
which I have already noted as a symp-
tom of the new poison What if it
should not act upon you You will not
leave me to go with this
alpne

Go and lie down on the divan
calmly Youre all

I And by the way old
man what do you expect to see These
opium dreams or something really
genuine

Colwins eyes shone with enthusiasm
upon the true interest of the

I shall see my own body lying there
dead he replied My soul will rise out
of It and I shall look down and see
myself Nobody ever did that before
It will be worth taking a chance for

hands strayed over the
Music with him was

an intellectual pursuit having nothing
to do with the emotions The
I had heard him play were
the formulae of the calculus the
expressions of a human soul it
was the coldest harmony that he
brought from the strings on this occa-
sion when an ordinary man might have
drifted into sentiment if he had had
the nerve to play at all

I turned to Colwin and only just in
time He was falling as I sprang to-
ward him and it was partly the im
pact of my body that carried his tb the

As I laid him In an easy post
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ure upon the dull red covering of the
couch there was no in nimexcept the warmth that lingered in thestagnant blood

Throw a couple of those cushions on
the floor me said

j his IU lie there comfortably enough while the wing of thedark angel shadows me By the way
i Ainslee it occurs to me that youll beIn an embarrassing position ifus wakes up What will you

Tell the truth said I Who can
contradict me

And what will the girl say
That she is two men shouldhave thrown lives insteadof doing good with said iAnd sorry that Istrong enough to prevent it

Hollister Perhaps thevolitionof life is the more agfeeabte but svenas a child I could It
j Doubtless the retrospective susges

strongly than would have
with a sincular result Unconsciously
to I say fingers
the into simple harmonyof a sweet old song that he
learned in childhood Certainly Tnadnot heard it in years 2fa themidst of it I saw the soul go out of him t
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last wogds influenced him
possible his normal condition

e

j and I caught his body as it sank back
limp and neveless Immediately

that had shut into an-
other room began to scratch upon the

the door and to howl piteously
necessary to quiet the animal

and so I brousrht him out into the room
and let him stand beside the body of his
master His actions convk l
the trance produced by tt s dryg
deep enough to deceive the rstinct of
a dog which is supposed to be very
acute I had the greatest difficulty in
preventing his disturbing the sleep of
the tenants in adjoining suites

Meanwhile I had two men upon my
hands whose sleep was beyond disturb-
ing I have no natural horror of the
dead and had gained in my medical
studies an additional immunity yet I
found the situation increasingly dis-
quieting After a short interval I be-
gan to employ ordinary restoratives
measures upon Colwin
ance seemed to me somewhat mo 2
alarming that Hollisters

It may be that the the night
had unsteadied my Certainly
I hernia to be conscious of a loss of
selfcontroL I became so tremulous as
to be almost incapable of performing
the manual labor necessary and per-
spiration dripped from my forehead

Time as measured by the clock
seemed alternately to leap ahead andto stand stilL I thought day must be
far advanced and the next moment Iwas startled by the light of dawn at

edges of the heavy curtains that
covered the windows

The dog imprisoned in a closet did
not cease to whine but I had become
accustomed to the sound Yet when I

the tremulous breath of a sigh I
clear to the wall with panic ter

nor and faced expecting to see
I know not

It was who was stirring
upon the Ills eyes were open
and were staring straight upward I
could see his chest rising and falling
and presently he moved his as
one who labors with a

Running to his side him up
and addressed some to him
which he seemed not Igot him into an easy chair and of-
fered him brandy He struck the glass
out of my hand not angrily but un
feelingly as if the glass had conic

a mechanical process without hu
man agency

For several minutes he lay heavily in
the big chair while I stood him
uttering words that made no more im
pression upon him than upon the wall
Behind him His Intelligence however
was awake as the expression of his
eyes showed plainly He was
suffering but not as I any one
else staffer There was neither mental
nor physical pain He seemed to endure
the weight of strange burden
mere heaviness the spur of
pain

Presently his countenance began to
show a greater animation something
more specific in its expression There
was a light in his that presaged

the wide he said Irant more
I dimly suspected that it was a ruse

and so was not wholly unprepared for
wbat occurred When I turned tow-
ard the window ho suddenly sprangup
and darted toward the cabinet whereon
stood the flask held tnt drug Iwas too quick just as he laid
his hand upon it I struck it violently
and the fragile glass was shatteredagainst the floor

Without a hesitation hegrappled with with one hand
to pushme away that he might open
the door of the cabinet the other
His strength had not returned
and I was able to defeat his purpose
by a great exertion I locked the heavy
door of the cabinet and put the key
Into my pocket Seeing himself defeat-
ed he sank back into the chair

With the idea of changing the cur
rent of his thought I begged him to
assist me in restoring Colwin saying
that our friend seemed to be dying

glanced indifferently at the
upon the couch and turned

his head away
Feeling secure for a I de

voted myself to Colwin
that my efforts had if anything
to do with the within ten
minutes the seeming dead man wasupon his feet and clamoring for thedrug He was whereas Hollis
er had been mens minds
were upon the same track Each wish
ed with indescribable intensity to re
turn into that sleep from which he hadjust wakened

Neither would utter one word in ex-
planation not that they refused in

but that they seemed
my desire to know

And that desire became stronger andstronger within me as I vainly strove to
extort from them the secret of their
adventure

Surely there was nothing enticing Jn
what I that I

the impulse
me to follow the path thOse men had
trod Perhaps the same subtle influence
emanated from the air now heavily
charged with the odor of the drug thathad been perhaps the sight of
other for something wholly beyond my fancy awoke my envy
Whatever the cause I felt the coming
defeat of my resolution I knew that IShould try the of the draft

Aside from to tempt the
adventure another consideration press-
ed upon my mind It was evident that-
I could not much longer hold outagainst the madness oif my companions
They would soon be of theirusual strength and easilyoverpower me and take away the key
of the cabinet Even if I kept It from
them they could eventually secure thedrug otherwise for though the cabinetwas of oak and as strong as a safe itnot resist their efforts very

the natural impulse thathave come to any man to prevent my
from destroying themselves

doubted the fatal eff-
icacy of a second potion It might bepossible to restrain them for a timemeans of a compromise and even a
small delay might be enough to turnthe scale for whatever was the in-
fluence that moved them i was tnol
in the nature of mortality that itshould hold its power undiminished Itmight be from my own trial
should the decisive argumeni
against their purpose

I did not believe myself capable ofyielding absolutely to the selfdestrucfive impulse and It might be that thesight of my resistance would determinethe of my Thus
the as if 3twere for their sakes that I the

risk but in the of I
knew that it old as therace to penetrate the mysteries of an

life
hope that I could do it will seem

fantastical to one who reads
words mind In thatit was a uroven truth For re

3 ember this by all the testimony in
lithe case this drug gave pleasure to no
bodily sense except that Its odor was
agreeable and that could beJoye by one who did not taste it Be-
fore Vke period of unconsciousness the
effects were trivial alter It they were
miserably distressing There remainedonly the experience in the trance state
to account for the extraordinary
nation and that experience I resolved
to

Therefore I appealed In the strongest
terms to and Colwin that they
should the change to know
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what they knew and then we three if
such should be our choice would takethe final step together

As I sDoke it teemed to me that my
words made little impression uponthem and I think they yielded throughweakness of the will resulting from thedrug not to rational persuasIonWhatever the motive they promised

my own trialUpon that I unlocked the cabinet andfound by Hollisters direction anotherflask containing the solution I poured out enough replaced the flask and
on me as I putthe key into my pocket and I readhis purpose in his glance He would

came I knew that I shouldwake if indeed I waked at all to findhim dead Hollister I feel hadnot the same Intent yet for
Ing attention by a ruse whiledoing so He was palpably eagershould drink at once but to my

rose suddenly as I put
lips and endeavored torestrain me He was not quick enough

I am sorry lIe said simply And Iread In his eyes the only sign of friendship that he had ever in theyears of our companionship Had Iwaited moment he would havetold rue the secret
i Seeing that I had he resumedordinary demeanor but the change

was her happiness and mineupon hazard that for aglimpse at some unnatural and valueless revelation I was ready tomy word to her and the mostobligations of honor
Hollister was watching me narrowlypeculiar which often reVA 1

wholly at variance
ences penetrated my brain at that mo

I think there is no question that youWill

a written message There may still betime
He opened the lid of a quaint old deskthat Stood

itfor me before it I hastily tookand found a I was conscious of a considerable exaltation ofc t14

a sound that to comefrom a great It must havebeen the body fallingforward on the lid of the desk
I was aware of a pulsating force that

was necessary but I know

task

I had no of likethis no memory whatever indeed until my eyes that strained to seeout desiring to do sohi IT

melt
even wonder what he was When he
me without any impressionof intelligence until wordsthe spring of real consciousness

This is life said heI began to understand I knew

them I to be freeThe dun mechanics of this process
My thought

I

inow perfectly remember them and atthe they securedstanding
have to find out whatJoo V t

failed You know no moredeath than you did beforeknow a great deal more about life Achasm of complete unconsciousnessseparates you from all the oldsions and prejudices The habit of living is off All the labor of liv
now apparent perceive that whatyou had been taught to call the involuntary processes of existence areperformed with effort You see life asa mere struggle to live Is it worththe

I buried my face in my resting upon the desk for I myperiod of dreamless sleep in the place
body even thus supported torturedme being toll without motive

A hand was laid upon my shoulderand I heard a voice say Where didyou put the key of the cabinetIt was Colwin During my sleep as Jafterward he had tried to getkey and had discovered despite
resistance that it was not

The words brought the recollection ofevents immediately mysleep I not
bered the drug or given any realthought to the question of how I cameto be in the state in which I found my
self I had wished blindly to be rid oflife Colwins words showed the way

With no thought for him I rose andbegan to search for the key The in-
stinct of repetition which is the basis ofunconscious memory led me to the place
where I had hidden It I would havegone at once to the cabinet but from
weakness I sank moment in thechair before the Directly in my
line of vision was a sheet of paper on
which appeared in my own hand twp
words My beloved

Then were all that I had written inthat message which had seemed so long
and so complete Instantly I saw her
condemned to this dull slavery of life
As a sick man cannot picture
so I was unable to comprehend
could be to her a different thing from
what it was to me How could I bear
the thought she must walk theweary round and I be free I
would not have her thus to suffer it
alone What help was fromone mortal creature to I wasl
not in a condition to understand nor
did I care to struggle with that prob-
lem It was enough our instinctstronger than death hold upon
me bidding me to share
And In that instant I forgofSmyojsn-
Jfil rose to my feet
the deadly oppression that had weigheel
me down

Hollister said I your puzzle iseasy I have solvedit and the answer
Is as old as the hills
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you by unceasing introspec
you know which is the perticipator in your experimentsthe test It wes the De yea remember his disgust he awokeIt was so absolutely human so likeyour own and mine and arty mansI could laugh ai K in straits lessAnd what consoled him Affection for Your unworthy self foulster Do you recall how he laid hismuzzle in your hand how he was cornyour arms I wonder that wehave some inkling of metnimr at that time

You are said HoUteterindeed I believe you are and the experiment may have been instructiveafter all it has only revealed totrick of nature for KeejHnsr usalive Shall I fall into so plain a trapThe pride of intellect ruins many a

thank Mother Nature for hr shareand I wish most heartily I had ftUlen Into It long ago others
fame pathparen

groping minds of ambitionreaching far beyond the span of a sinrle life the thousand alllurements ofhome I shall fall into them all if I
wise and laudable said Blister but unhappily I ea tYou nearly fell into the snare ofriendship I retorted wouldlave prevented my taking tbe drug atthe last moment-

A fleeting weakness he repliedand there was actually coter Jn themans
It said I and my time tepromised I must leave you Slrall weagain this evening

you wish replied HolHster
Colwin made no answer He wasstretched upon the coueh and lookedlike a man in a nichtmareHave a care for him I whisperedto as I took my leave

in the aftera day of chiMlike happiness I had noanswer to my rap The door howeveryielded to my its lock had beenbroken
Within Colwin lay dead upon thecouch Hollister was not there xvidently the two had gone out together

and Colwin had returned alone foreing an entrance both to the room
the cabinet

I was obliged to report the occur-rence to the authorities but I saM aslittle as possible of Hollister whose
alarmed me On returning toapartments however I found him

there
The man had take ofme Amazing seen it isthe truth which I extorted from him

with much difficulty He also hadfound Colwin dead but without delaying to notify any one he had hastenedto my rooms fearing for my safety I
believe that that anxiety was

thing that saved his own life
The fleeting weakness which he had

confessed had proven stronger than
either of us imagined

We were together during the futilelegal investigation into the tragedies
of that last adventure and he benmved
like a human like a friend in-
deed through What will be the
end of him I know not but I whit swear
he is a better man today and a hap-
pier through the magic of that one
touch of nature I had
he would be

CONFESSIONS OF A PALMIST
How He Delves Into the Past and

3Toretells the Future
New Orleans TimesDemocrat-

If I had the knack of slinging bk
said a yoeng society man a tr T
city I believe I could write en-
tertaining b ok entitled The Concession
af a Palmist I used to enjoy quite
refutation as an amateur re4er of the
palm and frequently sleeve
at the I gather-
ings Without undertaking to sn
the good faith of anybody else 1 dwTt
mind admitting that my own
was a harmless fake from
end in fact it was started as a practical
joke It is the easiest thing in the world
to become a drawing roost palmist All
one needs is audacity a fairly Judg-
ment of human nature and a set of stock
phrases I was especially successful in
reading the past I did by means

certain glittering gn ralf
would study the subjects palm fo

then say musingly You had a ser-
ious illness or r acoWeot in Year boy

think it was before you
There are very few men who

have not had a serious illness or accident
at that period so I was
hit it at least nine tines out ten and

subject would give me
without reamtinv it

Yes he would say in a tone of wonder-
ment I had a severe attack of scarlet
lever when I was Precisely I would
rejoin you can see for yourself where the
line of life is badly crossed at that very

The important undertaking was
stock of mine that

rarely missed fire You have been med-
itating some important undertkh re

I ivould say ant make out ex
what it is Dut its sometfcWK Thax

will have great ftrture-
Xow every is continually
meditating he imagines to be
important wilt have a great

on his future so that was a shot
couldnt fail to scee a bulls

a rute my excited victim
blurted o t ProJ Jhad

palmistry ivas an exact science le told
me a let of things thai nobedy could
possibly have known except myself was
the way they usually summed up
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